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^Iberstam's New York Times Article of 6 November 
Entitled Coup in Saigon: A Detailed Account" 


1. On the face of It this appears to be a pretty impressive account 
of the coup plot of 1 November. It is obvious that Halberstam has 
talked to many witMsees (American and Vietnamese) of the coup action 
succeeded in piecing together a fairly detailed narrative of 

?lace * 0nly 01 W® facta appears to be off and that 
is that Halbewtam reports that Ngo Dinh Diem called Ambassador Lodge 

If t rCaUmabl7 2 whereas we know that Diem 

*£^1^ at 4:30 p, m_ on 1 November or some three hours 

after the coup began. 




gaffiretam's account of how the coup plot 




T7t>ven 
It places 





to other words, Ualberstam's 
ch of it) revolves around the deception of Diem and Nha by 
Gen. Dinh and ascribes t he very succ ess of the coup to Dinh’s skillf ul 
treachery at a key time. 



Until we do obtain a clearer picture of what 
act ually went on, it willTBe difficult to comment to any more detail on the 
overall accuracy of Haiberstam's reporting concerning the forces 

and persons within the toner circle of the coup. 







